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KENTUCKY HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS 
DEGREE COMPLETION DATA 

ANALYSIS OF PROGRAM PERFORMANCE 

The following data are provided to give a concise picture of the array and distribution of 
academic programs and the academic degree performance of Kentucky higher education's 
public community colleges and universities. The data are presented in two sets. Set 1 
reports data on the number of degrees conferred for all academic programs at all levels at 
all public institutions. Set 2 concentrates on academic degree program performance. 

Set 1 - 
In Set 1, the data are reponed for two academic years, 1991192 and 1995196. The green 
sheets present summary information by program level (associate, bachelor's, certificate, 
master's, specialist, doctoral, and fmt professional) and by rype of institution. The 
summary data reflect that 3 14 programs, 27.5 percent of the 1,142 programs currently 
offered at all degree levels, experienced a decline in the number of graduates between 
1991192 and 1995196. A total of 65 associate degree programs (32.9 percent of the 197 
programs currently offered) and 195 bachelor's degree programs (36.3 percent of the 537 
programs currently offered) declined over the five-year period. It should be noted that 
enrollment in higher education began to level off and decline in this decade. University 
enrollment peaked at 1 1 1,238 in 1992 and has declined to 105,664 currently. UK 
Community College enrollment peaked at 48.370 in 1993 and is 43,674 currently. It is 
possible that degrees conferred data may be impacted somewhat by declining 
enrollments, especially in the 1995196 reponing period. 

Set 1 also provides comprehensive information about the number of institutions which 
offer each program at each degree level. At the baccalaureate level, the data in Set 1 are 
presented separately for nucleus and non-nucleus programs. Nucleus programs are those 
programs such as English, history, biology, psychology, etc. that are considered basic to 
the broad educational mission of a universitv. Even thoueh courses in these fields are , - 
taken to meet general education requirements, the programs may not award a significant 
number of degrees. This level of detail provides the opportunity to analyze whether 
declines by discipline are across the b o i d  or are conc;ntrated in select institutions. An 
institutional profile also is discernible. 

Set 2 - 
Set 2 takes the analysis a step W e r  and concentrates on program performance. For the 
purpose of this report, low performance in undergraduate programs (associate, bachelor's, 
and certificate) isdefined as fewer than ten de&s awarded h 1995-96. Low 
performance for graduate programs (master's, specialist, doctoral, and first professional) 
is defined as fewer than five degrees conferred in 1995-96. The analysis covers the same 
time period as Set 1 with the addition of a five-year average column. It is important to 
note that thls column is derived from an average of the five years, not from the first and 
fifth year. 



The yellow summary sheet presents a comprehensive picture of program performance by 
degree level and by type of institution. The systemwide totals indicate that 540 of 1,142 
programs (47%) are low performance programs. At the universities, almost half of all 
programs at all degree levels are low performance programs. The comparable statistic in 
the UK Community College System is almost 40 percent. Low performance p m ~  
offered by the univmities range from a low of 34 percent to 75 percent. Similarly, low 
perfozmance programs at individual UK Community Colleges range from a low of 14 
percent to 60 percent. Almost half of the academic p r o m  in the system are bachelor's 
programs and 45 pemnt of them an low performance programs. Set 2 includes 
institutional specific and pro- specific performance data so that more in-depth 
analysis can be undertaken. 

psta Source: 
The degrees conferred data are reported annually to the Council on Higher Education's 
data base by the institutions according to the guidelines established by the systemwide 
data committee. Institutional representatives have not had an opportunity to review this 
presentation. 
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ASSOCIATE PROGRAM DEGREE COMPLETIONS 
Regional Universities 
1991192 and 1995196 

* Program approved or reactivated during &year period 



ASSOCIATE PROGRAM DEGREECOMPLETIONS 
Regional Universities 
1991192 and 1995196 

' Program approved w readiated during 5- year period 





ASSOCIATE PROORAM DEGREE COMPLETIONS 
UnWrsHy of Kentucky CMnmunW Colkga System 

1991192 and 1995196 
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BACCAUUREATE PROGRAM DEGREE COMPLETIONS 
Kmtudty Publlc Unhnnitkr - Summry 

1 Wlt92 and 1095196 
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BACCALAUREATE PROGRAY DEGREE CONPLElWNS 
Kentucky public unlv~nltkr - Summaw 



BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM DEGREE COMPLmONS 
Kentucky Public Unlvmltkr - Sumrmty 

1991192 and 1- 







BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM DEGREE COMPLETIONS 
Kentucky Public Unlversllks 

1991192 and 1995196 



BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM DEGREE COMPLETIONS 
Kentucky Publk Unlversltles 

1991192 and 1995196 



BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM DEGREE COMPLETIONS 
Kenlucky PuMlc Universllles 

1991192 and 1995196 



BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM DEGREE COMPLETIONS 
Kenlucky PuMlc Univemlks 

1991192 and 1995196 



BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM DEGREE COMPLETIONS 
Kentucky Public Universllks 

1991192 and 1995196 




